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PRESERVE EXISTING TREES, PLANT OTHERS. 

 
To The Editor: 
 
       I hope town officials had a chance to read Joyce Rossignol’s article in the November 
2007 Wethersfield LIFE regarding trees.  There are certainly many causes of damage, 
disease and the eventual death of trees.  It is a natural process that is sometimes 
accelerated by human intervention and less than ideal environmental conditions.  That 
being said, in an environment of rapid tree loss, we feel that the town’s policy regarding 
trees does not encourage preservation and growth. 
 
      The WVIA (Wethersfield Village Improvement Association) would like the town to 
adopt a policy of zero net tree loss.  Any trees donated to the town should serve to 
increase the tree population.  We own it to the environment, the taxpayers, and future 
generations to “promote and enhance the beauty of the town,” which also helps to 
promote economic development and improve our quality of life. 
 
      In addition to a policy of zero loss, we would like to see a more comprehensive policy 
of street trees.  We agree that in many locations the narrowness of the snow shelf makes 
planting difficult, but an ideal policy will take into consideration the width of the street 
and the width of the shelf.  A street like Wolcott Hill Road, for example, can easily 
accommodate more substantial species of trees in the broad snow shelf. 
 
      We need our tree policy to recognize the importance of preserving our tree 
population.  Recognition of the importance of trees in town is nothing new.  The tree 
warden’s report in the 1948 Town of Wethersfield Annual Report urged the planting of 
more trees. 
 
      We urge you to take immediate action to allocate the necessary resources to the tree 
department, and review the appropriateness of Wethersfield’s policy to achieve our 
desired goals.  Thank you.         
 
By Robert Garrey 
President, Wethersfield Village Improvement Association 


