
 
 
 
 
 
August 25, 2008 
 
Mr. Bruce Graver 
Chairperson – Shade Tree Commission 
55 Round Hill Road 
Wethersfield, CT.  06109 
 
Dear Bruce: 
 
 At the August 4, 2008 Town Council meeting, members of the Council had asked 
the Infrastructure and Public Works sub committees to address the concerns about the 
loss of trees in our community, which has been vocalized for some time by residents.  
Members of these sub committees have asked that John Lepper, Tree Warden, and 
members of the Shade Tree Commission develop the following: 
 

1) A street and park tree priority replacement plan.  This plan would develop a set 
of criteria to determine where to begin planting.  Based on this criteria, the Town’s GIS 
staff could then develop a plan similar to the new sidewalk placement plan, but for tree 
planting in Wethersfield.   
 

2) A Town plan for the replacement.  Should the Town replace a tree if it is felled, 
or should the Town replace according to the replacement plan as indicated in #1?  If so, 
what species of tree, etc.? It was recommended by several citizens and committee 
members that we plant majestic, shade trees, whenever possible and as appropriate. A set 
of related guidelines and a detailed enhancement of the map created in #1 would be a 
useful tool for any future work. 
 

3) A tree felling policy which protects the removal of trees to the greatest extent 
possible so as to view our canopy as an asset that will be removed only as a last resort.  
As an institutional safeguard, it is recommended that the Shade Tree Commission 
consider approving the felling of any tree.   
  

Your report could also include what new policies, if any, should the Town 
Council adopt to make sure Wethersfield remains a Tree City and also any budgetary 
needs you feel the Town should adopt to keep our present trees well maintained.   The 
Council has asked that this report be presented to the Town Council in 3 months, giving 
you a timetable of early December for presentation back to them. 
 
 Councilor Matthew Forrest will now be your Council liaison so that he can assist 
you in completing this task and bring back any of your concerns to the entire Council. 
 



 Thank you for bringing this matter to the attention of the Shade Tree Commission. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Bonnie L. Therrien 
Town Manager 
 
CC: John Lepper 
 Mayor and Town Council Members 


