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Bonnie Therrien, Town Manager, said that there have been a number of concerns that 
have been addressed about the trees and the Town's policies on tree removal and 
replanting. She suggested to the Mayor that the Tree Warden come to the meeting to 
discuss t his policy and receive direction from the Town Council. She passed out the 
Charter requirements. John Lepper, Tree Warden, presented the following responses to 
Ms. Chase's questions: The initial inventory done around 1992 started out with 
volunteers, most of who did not stay with the program. Two UCONN graduates students 
were hired to help. Ultimately, the Shade Tree Commission members attempted to finish 
the project.  
 
Annual budget requests have been submitted for a complete GPS/GIS data inventory and 
every year the request is turned down. The Town does not really know the status of the 
Town trees. A brief summary of the reason for removal of trees for the last five years is 
as follows:  
 
Storm Damage and Wind Thrash 32 
Dog Park 7 
Motor Vehicle Accidents 3 
Beaver Damage 2 
Lightening 2 
Utilities (CL&P) 3 
MDC 200 
Town Construction/Maintenance Projects 38 
Contractor Negligence 9 
ConnDot 23 
Vandalism 1 
Reimbursed Removal 1 
Unauthorized Removals 32 
At Risk/Diseased/lnsect Damage/Sight Line/Age 371.  
 
Like many other communities, the Town's Tree Commission is reassessing its street tree 
planting program. 
146647/21/08.  
 
The four requirements of becoming a Tree City USA are:  

1. a Tree Board or Department,  
2. a Community Tree Ordinance,  
3. a community forestry program with an annual budget of at least $2 per capita, and  
4. an Arbor Day observation and Proclamation.  

 
Wethersfield's total community forestry expenditure for 2007 was $230,277 or about 
$8.64 per capita. Comparing Wethersfield to West Hartford or Glastonbury are not fair 
comparisons. Over the last five years, Wethersfield has planted a total of 373 trees and 



577 shrubs. Residents being told that there will be no more street trees planted are 
misinformed. That statement did not come from the Shade Tree Commission, Tree 
Warden or Tree Arborist. Chairperson Adil said that it seems that the general consensus 
of the Town Council is that this does need a review. 


